s8	PROLOGUE	[middle east
we passed on the left bank a large tributary, the
Khabur, which now forms the northern boundary
of Iraq, and on the next evening we came to our
first Arab village. Two more days brought us to
Mosul, the three hundred and thirty miles from
Diarbekir having taken us just nine days.
Here the raft was broken up, the poles being
sold and the goatskins carried back all the way to
Diarbekir for another journey, Hony, the Consul,
was away, so I stayed with the ladies of the Church
Missionary Society school, who very kindly took me
in while my hut was being rebuilt on the very much
larger raft which was to take me to Baghdad.
In Hony's absence I did not have much chance
while I was at Mosul of picking up the other end of
the Young Arab thread which I was trying to follow,
but I learnt a certain amount about the general
position of the Turks in Iraq. Mosul was at that
time the capital of the northernmost of the three
Turkish vilayets which now form the kingdom of
Iraq, the other two being Baghdad and Basrah,
It was also the headquarters of an Army Corps of
two Divisions, one of which was at Mosul itself, and
the other at Kirkuk. Baghdad was the headquar-
ters of a second Army Corps, also of two Divisions,
one being at Baghdad and the other at Basrah.
These two Army Corps were recruited locally, I
was told that the three vilayets always contributed
more than their full share to the Turkish Army, and
that there was a Cadet College at Baghdad which
turned out forty Iraqi officers every year, many of
whom rose to high command. The civil admin-
istration, on the other hand, was predominantly
Turkish, and the people of the country were in fact if
not in name ruled by aliens. At the same time the

